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Mayte Vieta  (Blanes, Catalonia, 1971) has photographed the surface of the 
sea on numberless occasions, always with a particular sensitivity to the use of 
light. Her installation titled Silence (1999), in which she portrayed herself with 
placid ambiguity under a sea filled with light, was the start of a period of 
productivity that led to a career that has placed her among the most promising 
young artists in Spain. Ten years later and during a shift in her work after giving 
birth to her first child, the artist has returned to the depths of the sea to 
construct a monumental triptych on silence through which she establishes a 
dialogue between herself, the viewer, and art on the subject of human fragility 
and death. 

Her new photographic installation, bodies of Light, submerges us in a sea that is 
very different from that of Silence. This time she portrays a night sea that shuns 
the light which the artist illuminates it. Its blackness finds continuity in the 
darkness of an Espai 13 painted black that in this way becomes an integral part 
of the work. Within this darkness, however, the beam of light projected below 
the surface of the sea reveals the presence of a naked, life-size, female body 
floating alone in the midst of a total void. It is a body that opens up itself to us, 
unfolding in what seems like a slow, tortuous, yet liberating process. 

The viewer situated in the centre of the space is engulfed by the stillness of a 
weightless abyss and a time that seems suspended. Pain, desire, dreams, and 
death are evoked from a silence and a disturbing darkness through which our 
own fragility percolates. 
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Explicit Silence "Bodies of Light" 2009. 

The big weight of memory : rememberance. 

 
Silence. 
Human fragility and mortality. 

 
Between ecstasy  and pain, that fragile line between the origin of life and death. 

Photographic installation. 
 
We enter a dark space; it is night; nature is inert. Immersed in an experience of 
silence, the light around us, in which we feel swallowed, wraps us and surprises 
us; in the thick darkness, an illuminated stillness: "Body of Light".  We are 
attracted by a timeless silhouette, a twisted naked body , fighting in the open, 
deep and dark waters of the sea. Through the projection of films of real 
dimensions, on three separate screens, the body evolves between light, 
shadowy light and darkness. The room painted completely in black becomes a 
work of art ; there is no direct object : there is light and darkness. A presence    
Becomes true The eoutside world turns visible through inner life, remains in 
suspension in the silent time. This penetration into the silent world allows us to 
feel alone with our thoughts ; it creates a tension across the projected images, 
the stop on the three projections creates an imaginary movement through a 
dialogue between the viewer and the three images on a row  and places the 
viewer in the center of the space. The naked body, still remains fragile and 
never reaches the last end.  
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